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lo Beaudoin happens to be a longtime friend of another
community dance mainstay—RoseAnn Sayler of the

Menlo Park Academy of Dance. While Sayler retired four
years ago, she left her legendary studio in the capable hands (and
teet) of Artistic Director Sarah-Jane Measor and Studio Manager
Sylvia Duncan, both mainstays in their own right. Now equal
partners and owners of the Academy, Measor and Duncan’s
respect for Sayler is palpable from the outset. “RoseAnn has been
in this same building for 50 years,” explains Duncan, “and when
she retired she was very adamant that the studio continue on with
Sarah, and she sold it to us. And she still comes by to see us.”

“Miss RoseAnn,” as her students know her, is originally from
Oklahoma. She spent her early dancing days in Vaudeville road
shows. When she married, she landed in Menlo Park and started a
studio in her garage, but soon moved to El Camino Real. Who
would have anticipated that half a century later, little girls would still
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p just Svhan,” Duncan jokes, and who the children eall, “the

I in the office.” The ke has some merit—Duncan,

who has lived in Atherton for 45 vears, has managed the studio for
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Sylvia Duncan and Sarnh-Jane Manso
of tho Menko Park Acsdamy of Dance
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for the Acacdesmy's nearly 800 studenis, who take et, tap, ja,
byncal, or hip-he ip MWlamy at the adhanced students in their late teens
beran when they were 3-, 4, and 5-vears old. (Now the Academy

plen offers Mommy 8¢ Me chasses for 2 year alds.) *We give out 5-,







10, prad 15 -y iawarcs a1 the veatl, siiw Mesor. Some have fol

lorved their mlent Prestigaous  COmpares s h as the San
Francsco Ballet and the San | Negs Halles € OFPTTY, il scveral
purseie the Bachelors of Ams in dance. “Thee of our | ourment |
teachers have comee through the studio here,” savs Dancan, after
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inereased interest. “The schoole don't offer dance in their EpaTs
programs,  uncan explaing, and “parents are looking for anoth
er outlet for their children o be exposed I'h'-"\-ll\.'.l ACTIVELDS
Meazor also points to the dhience of art and musc apprecintion
programs in curnoalume today, adding thar dance “makes them
think a= well, You're not ranning in place or doing pampinge jackes
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Youre thinkme, You're listemng to music,

Tep raw and cpposile page: Five-yaar-okis Irom “Mes Gamah's” Pre Baot Class Bottam row, frem klef te right: On stage at tha Enfemmational
Dance Challanga in 2004, whan Sarah-Jdane Measor's compatition team ook homa top honors for the sacond year n a ow

Challenge held in Las Vigmas each |-.|.|:|'. Measor, mil, liehe, and all
graceful limbs, is modest about her own accomplishments, yer
slows cliscussing the feats of her competition team. *We wan the
werdll title two vesrs in 0 vow [ 2003 and 2004 ), and in 2002 we
wene first FURTIET - L You con e the sx-toot-tall trophses m th
othier rismm!” Measor, who no longrer dances |l|--I:.'.~u:||l||.a|]'|. fimcds
tesching meore gratifving. She has that calm and composare about

her—the kind thar comes from doing what you love. As she purs

it, "You just et hooked on teaching and seeing thieir little faces
CVETY week and seeing them grom = alter yvear”
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e zarme can be sad for che adulr elasses the Academy offers
“some of the ladies in the tapping class have been thene for 20

vestrs, dancing topether,” savs Syl [he Maorming !'.'.|l Ladies, as

thevre called, all began with Miss RoseAinn
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uring their photo shoot, Ed and Lynda Moran looked
every bt the part of perfection, from her mugerita dness
to his eoordinating tie. For the Morans, who have led
Menlo Cimae Clubs |-|-|'-||| o Wednesday mghe Cotilhons (they
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